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“For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
Since February a “strategy group” has been at work to 

help Northminster get a handle on where the church is and 
where God is calling the church to go.  The group is made up of 
three elders on session, Jody Inglefield, Dan McEachran, and 
Barbara Walter, and one member, Ray Peirce.  Here is what they 
presented to session: 

 
After much discussion our committee has come to the 

following recommendations for Session to consider regarding 
the 2004 VisioNext long range plan for NPC.  Much has been 
accomplished; but, many opportunities lie ahead for our congre-
gation.  We suggest that the goals need to be fewer and that our 
focus needs to be narrowed to accomplish any of these goals.  
Session must be directly responsible for follow-up and imple-
mentation of these goals.  Here is our recommended focus: 
 

1.   Strengthen the faith, involvement, and commitment 
of all members of our congregation in the life of the 
church. 

2.   Welcome and increase the number of new members 
and enrich their experience in the life of the church. 

3.   Encourage Children and Youth programming, as 
this is a priority to the life of our church. 
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The committee structure of the church should be simplified and streamlined to reach and main-
tain these three goals. 
 
             Session adopted these goals and now will move forward, first with committee leaders 
and committee members, and later with everyone else, to think about how to meet these goals.  
These goals will also help to evaluate current programs and to guide ongoing activities.   
             So please mark your calendars to attend one or both Congregational Gatherings follow-
ing the 10:00 worship service on June 27 and July 18.  A brunch will be served and there will be 
opportunity for you to share your ideas and to brainstorm together strategies to meet these goals.  
If you cannot possibly attend one of these gatherings, please contact me or an elder.   
              
             I’m sure you will have questions about how this is all going to work, so I look forward 
to your participation in one of the gatherings.  I also encourage you to become involved on a 
committee of the church to help Northminster meet these goals.  I believe God has given North-
minster many gifts and abilities in our members; I also believe God has given us this season in 
our church’s life to refocus on God’s call to us.  Your prayers and your input are essential in dis-
cerning the way ahead.   

Grace and Peace,  James 

FINANCE  
(Russ Perkins, Chair            Nolan Coggins, Elder) 

 
The summer season is an easy time to forget church pledges for a few weeks in the hus-
tle and bustle. The finance committee requests that we make a special effort to support 
our summer activities by keeping our pledges current during this period. 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
(Art Carney, Chair       Ray Turner, Elder) 

 

Was I disappointed?...you bet I was. After all, I did what I thought 
was necessary to prepare for the May 15th work day. I announced 
the date months in advance and from time to time I spoke of it dur-
ing the announcements in church. I had a list of tasks available prior 
to the date and had Carol send it out by E_Mail to the entire congre-
gation. A list of supplies was purchased and tools for each task were 
brought to the site on Friday afternoon . Fresh donuts, coffee and ap-
ples were also on hand and ready for everyone to partake of before 
going to work. Everything was ready, I was very pleased, all that was needed was for 
workers to arrive at 9:00 AM and we would be off and running. The only problem was 
that only six people showed up. We assembled in the breezeway and had a quick cup of 
coffee and discussed what jobs etc. we could get started on. I stated that I hoped more 

people would still show up to help, but each of the six people there 
agreed "not to worry, we will do what we can" and not to get upset. 
Every once in a while ego gets in the way of reality and this was one 
of those times. I stepped back and thanked the Lord for sending those 
six who came and they did work hard. Marty and Gene Rice selected 
to wash the windows in the Education building. Tom Sinclair had al-
ready started weed whacking the overgrown embankment along 127 
and did many other needed tasks. Mary Sinclair spent the entire time 
on her knees weeding and helped mulch the areas in need. Bob Johns, 
who for about a week prior to the 15th, purchased and delivered soil 

and mulch to the site, cut down a tree and did numerous other tasks. On work day he 
power washed the memorial garden walk, cut down things, mulched and did just about 
anything necessary to make the grounds look great. Ray Pierce cut, weeded, pulled and 
removed all kinds of unwanted things that grow. Ray also helped fix the swing set, fix 
the trim on the MU and just about anything else that needed to be done. We also 
changed the burnt out light in the lamp post and a few other items 
making the whole event a success. For those of you who came, thank 
you very much, you made it a very successful day. Although we were 
not able to complete the list of tasks to be done, I am very proud of 
what we did accomplish. It turned out OK. I must add that Ray Turner 
would have been there too, but he called that morning and said that he 
had come down with a terrible chest cold and was on his way to the 
doctor.  



 

            WORSHIPAND MUSIC 
(Marty Rice, Chair          Barbara Walter , Elder) 

 
Thanks to the Kids Club and the Youth for leading worship at the end of May. These 
services served as year-end celebrations of our regular season. There will be Summer 
activities such as Vacation Bible School and Montreat conferences, but the regular 
schedule will not start back until September. 
 

CALLING ALL KIDS!! 
When Kids Club does start back in September, we need ALL children grades K-5 to 
come and participate in Kids Club. We know you’ll enjoy the songs, instruments, 
games, activities, and craft you’ll get to do in the great group of young people. Make 
sure to check out the new tie-dyed T-shirts we made at our last meeting. 
 
The summer worship schedule will begin Sunday June 6th with a unified service at 
10:00 am. This schedule will continue through September 5th, the day before Labor 
Day. This includes SUMMER CHOIR. There will be no Wednesday night choir prac-
tice during this time. Instead, come to the choir room at 9:30 to learn/review our easy-
to-sing– anthem for the day. There will be a calendar posted of dates we will not sing. 
Regular schedule will resume on September 12th with the 8:45 service and 11:00 ser-
vice. 
 
Nathan, Shari, Clare and Tess Crabtree (Samantha is enrolled in the Montreat Clubs 
program) will be attending the Montreat Worship and Music Conference the last week 
in June. The theme for this year’s conference is “Living the Sacramental Life”. The 
Crabtrees hope to bring back new ideas for Baptism and Communion in worship. 

NORTHMINSTER CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
(Patricia Roberts, Chair          Ginger Sermons, Elder) 

 
 
Northminster Child Development Center has had another wonderful 
year! It's hard to believe that it is quickly drawing to a close. The 
staff wanted me to pass along their thanks to Northminster for your 
continuing support. There are still openings for the Summer session. 
We even have some openings in the 1's, 2's and 3's for the Fall. If 
you know of anyone who would be interested, please have them 
contact NCDC. 



STUDY, LEARN, AND TEACH 
(Lavinia Belvin, Chair              Kristin King, Elder) 

 

Are you Living the Questions? The second installment of this adult discussion and 
study is underway!  New to Northminster?  It’s not too late to take part.  Join this dedi-
cated group of seekers on Sunday night’s at 6:00pm.  All are welcome!  Questions?  
Contact Reverend James Bernhardt. 
 

Galactic Blast: A Cosmic Adventure Praising God will take 
place July 12-16, 2010.  We will begin exploring God’s incredi-
ble creation and blast off at 8:30am each day.  After music, rec-
reation, and learning we will come in for landing at 12:00pm.  
Online registration for children K-5th grade will begin Monday 
June 7, 2010 on the NPC website.  
 

*Please note our VBS supply needs printed separately.  Any and all donations are 
greatly appreciated! 
 
Kids’ Club had a “colorful” finish as they celebrated the end of their year with a Tie 
Dye party!  Ask them about their festive Kids’ Club shirts the next time you see them.  
Kids’ Club also participated in the May 16th 11:00 worship service and did a great job 
sharing Peace, Love, and Joy with our congregation!  Kids’ Club will resume meeting 
in September.  Look for more details in next month’s newsletter.  
 
This year’s Youth Sunday, World on Fire!, was a wonderful example of the leadership, 
energy, and passion the youth of NPC bring to our church family (and greater commu-
nity!)  The youth led service that took place on May 23rd used innovative prayers, ener-
gizers, and thoughtful scripture and reflections to involve the congregation in an explo-
ration of God’s calling to us to set the “World on Fire.”  Thanks to all the youth in-
volved in making this a truly meaningful service for us all.  
 
Both the 68’ers and Senior High Youth will be attending Youth Conferences this sum-
mer. We will have a parents meeting Tuesday, July 6th.  68’er parent’s will meet at 
5:30pm; Senior High Parent’s will meet at 6:15pm.  We will be filling out paperwork so 
please bring your insurance card.  This meeting is mandatory for all parents of youth 
that will be attending this year’s conference.  If you are unable to attend please contact 
Chandler. 
 

 



             
 
 
  

 
During the fall of this year we will begin the journey of Confirmation with our 6-8 th 

graders.  What is Confirmation, you ask?  It is a time when youth 
and their leaders explore the biblical foundations and theology of 
the Apostle’s Creed, the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s 
Prayer. It is a time when participants explore the meaning of their 
baptism and their participation at the Lord's Supper, as well as 
learn about church polity, stewardship, spiritual practices, worship 
and mission.  It is also a time of FUN and fellowship within our 

church family!  James and Chandler will be contacting parents in the upcoming weeks 
with information concerning a Spring Parents Meeting.    
 

NPC Teachers ROCK! A special THANK YOU  goes out to all 
of this year’s Sunday School Teachers, Kids Club Volunteers, 
and Youth Advisors: Karen Manuel, Lavinia Belvin, Barbara and 
Dev Walters, Mary Long, Robbin Mann, Christy Lentz, Cindy 
Young, Dan McEachran, Nolan Coggins, Carol Schierlmann, 
Lucy Davis, Sarah Parham, Kevin Mann, Linda King, Patti 
Moore, Tracy & Mark Kiefer and Lynn Hawhee.  Thanks for all 
of your hard work and dedication! 

 
Youth Dates Reminder: 

SH: Montreat Youth Conference: July 24 -31, 2010 
68’ers: Massanetta Middle School Conference: July 8-11, 2010 

 

Kids' Club preparing for their participation in 
worship 



Ministering to Our Children 
 

          We express our gratitude to those who 
have served in ministry to our children in 
May : Laura Sigmon, Ivy Tran, Mark & 
Tracy Kiefer, Thacher & Rebecca Inglefield, 
Robert & Jane Lloyd and Faith & Shawn 
Miller. 
            Kristin King served as Nursery chair-
person in May. Thank you everyone who 
served. 

Circle News 
 

            The Sarah Keller Circle will meet on 
Monday, May 10th  @ 7:00 p.m.  
            The Spainhour-Hassell Circle will 
meet Tuesday morning, May 11th  at 10:00 
in the Education Building at the church. 

APRIL-MAY ATTENDANCE  
 

             
             Church School   8:45       11:00 

 

Apr 25         25              9            94 
May 2          34             20         113     
May 9          24             18         119     
May 16        28             18           96 

Thank You!! 
 
Thank you to Harrison & Tommie Jahn and 
Laurie & Garland Hughes who worked in 
the Hickory Soup Kitchen in April.  
 
Thank you to Tracy Kiefer who delivered 
Meals on Wheels  in May. 

Church Sign Volunteers 
Needed  

 
We need volunteers to change the 
church road sign for July—August & 
October– December.  No experience 
or age limitations…just a desire to 
contribute to the life of your church.   
If you are looking for an opportunity 
to serve without having to tie up a lot 
of time, please call the office or email 
to npch@charter.net.  

OUTREACH 
(Linda King, Chair       Ginger Sermons , Elder) 

 
Linda would like to give a sincere THANK YOU to Andy Corcoran.  He has been a driving 
force in getting our Community Garden organized and keeping us on target with all of our goals.  
The Outreach Committee will miss Andy and Margaret and wish them success and wonderful 
adventures. 
              
Linda and Ginger got the 19 boxes which had been packed for Haiti transported and mailed. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE  
 

The summer worship schedule will begin 
Sunday June 6th with a unified service at 
10:00 am. This schedule will continue 
through September 5th, the day before 
Labor Day. 



 
Lunch Buddies at Jenkins Elementary 

 
Last fall a number of church members responded to the invitation to serve as Lunch 
Buddies to children at Jenkins, the elementary school just out our church’s “back 
door”.  There are children who need extra adult support in their lives and some mem-
bers of Northminster have faithfully given of their time to make a real difference in 
the lives of children.  To the best of my knowledge these are Northminster’s Lunch 
Buddies: Fran Farthing, Lynn Hawhee, Jack Hopkins, Tracy Kiefer, Robbin Mann, 
Gene Rice, Marty Rice, Ginger Sermons, Cindy Slone, Leah Slone, Mary St. Clair, 

and Tom St. Clair.  If your name should be on this list, please make sure to notify the church of-
fice, because these faithful servants are to be honored for showing the love of Jesus Christ in real 
ways to young people who are easily neglected.  Thanks be to God for your energy and love.   
 
Do you want to be a Lunch Buddy in the fall?  Call or e-mail Carol in the church office.  

 
Mission Opportunities 

 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is keeping our church updated about possibilities for relief work 
in Nashville, TN.  As soon as an opportunity is organized it will be out on the weekly e-mail.   
 
Also, a database of homes of economically disadvantaged people in our county has been com-
piled.  A work camp of youth coming to our area this summer will address some of these needs, 
but others will be unmet.  When this database becomes available a few congregations are inter-
ested in organizing to work on these needs.  Watch for updates on these ways to be in mission.   

 
Annually, the Western NC Presbyterian Women Scholarship committee 
selects two individuals to receive a scholarship. Both individuals demon-
strate deep Christian character and a willing to lead by example. The PW 
committee awarded one of these scholarships to Sam Bernhardt, graduat-

ing from St. Stephens High School. Sam will attend Belmont University, Nashville, TN, with a 
major in Audio Engineering Technology. 

CONGATS SAM - Your church family is so proud of you!!!!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the list of supplies that are needed for Vacation 
Bible School. Please bring all donated items to the 
Fellowship Hall and place them in the box marked for VBS. Thank you! 
 

·     100 regular size pie pans 
·     100 jingle bells 
·     50 yellow, 50 blue and 50 orange pipe cleaners 
·     5 large rolls of heavy duty aluminum foil 
·     2 bottles (or more) of tacky glue 
·     10 sheets of black cardstock paper 
·     Outer Space stickers 
·     12 permanent black Sharpie markers 
·     70 old CD’s (it doesn’t matter what is on the CD’s, we will paint over them) 
·     6 can each of gold and silver spray paint 
·     10 bottle of Glow in the Dark Craft Paint-regular acrylic size- any colors 
·     2 rolls of packing tape 
·     Regular tape 
·     Glitter Glue (assorted colors in bottle- NOT the ‘marker style’ 
·     3 boxes of 100 Popsicle sticks 
·     2 large rolls of string to make necklaces (nylon type string) 
·     Cereal bars (assorted variety of any kind) 
·     Tang 
·     15 sheets of white posterboard 
·     Astronaut suit/costume 
·     Any Outer Space-themed decorations to contribute for the set. 

 
If you would like to make a monetary donation in lieu of supplies, please mark your 

donation for VBS Supplies on the envelope or check.   
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12 - Zachary Johnson 
15 - Elsie Henderson 
18 - Kim Dixon 
20 - Mandy Howard 
        James Bernhardt 
22 - Van Johnson 
23 - Faith Miller 
       Ray Corcoran 
24 - Kim Howard 
27 - Chase Lippard 
        Ruth Sperring 
        Kristin King 
 

 1 - Tom St. Clair 
       Margaret Corcoran 
 3 - Jamie Smith 
      Barbara Walter 
 4 - Kevin Pickard 
 5 - Bick Atherton 
 6 - Patrick Smith 
 8 - Chris McEachran 
       Rebecca Inglefield 
 9 - Carol Lundeen 
       Bill Anderson 
10 - Justin Smith 
11 -Nicholas Caywood 
       Kurt Sigmon 


